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(57) Abstract 




A display device for use as a greetings card is provided for location on a horizontal support surface (19) adjacent to an 
edge thereof. The device comprises a first sheet-form display member (10) having support means (1 1) integrally fonncdi merewith 
for mW"tflmm S the first display member (10) in a substantially vertical position on the support surface (19) in use. One second 
sheet-form display member (15) is hingedly attached along the bott m edge of the first display member (10) to extend towards the 
edge of the support surface (19) in use. A respective third sheet-form display member (17) is hingedly attached to an edge of the 
second display member (15) to depend downwardly from the edge of the support surface (19) in use, 
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GREETINGS CARD 



The invention relates to display devices and more 
particularly, although not exclusively, to a display 
device for use as a greetings card. 

There is a continuing demand for display devices, 
05 for use in retail outlets, arid for greetings cards which 

are self -sustainable in a stable upright display 
position when located on a support surface, and also are 
eyecatching and relatively compact when folded for 
transporting. 

10 • xt is an object of the present invention to 

provide improved display devices, and blanks therefor, 
which are relatively inexpensive to manufacture but are 
stable when erected, are capable of providing an eye- 
catching display and are compact when golded or 

15 collapsed for transporting. 

According to one aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a display device, for locating on a horizontal 
support surface adjacent to an edge thereof, comprising 
a first sheet-form display member having support means 

20 integrally formed therewith, or attached thereto, for 

maintaining the first display member in a vertical 
position or substantially so on the support surface in 
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use # at least one second sheet-form display member 
hingedly attached along at least a portion of the bottom 
edge of the first display member to extend towards the 
edge of the support surface in use, and a respectiye 
05 third sheet-form display member hingedly attached to an . 

edge of the or each second display member to depend 
downwardly from the edge of the support surface in use. 

The support means may comprise a portion of the 
first display member located to one side thereof with a 
10 hinge interposed therebetween. 

Alternatively, the support means may comprise two 
portions of the first display member, one located on 
each side thereof with respective hinges interposed 
therebetween. V7ith such an arrangement , locking means 
15 may be provided to releasably lock the side portions in 

overlapping relationship with the display member , for 
example a tongue being formed on one side portion and a 
co-operable slot being formed in the other side portion. 
The side portion(s) may be provided twice the 
20 required width or depth to facilitate single sided 

printing, and then doubled over and adhered to provide 
the support means. 

'The support means may alternatively comprise an 
extension to the first display member in a direction 
25 remote from the second display m mber with a hinge 

interposed therebetween. An upper portion of the first 
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display member may.be of restricted width and cut-out 
from the extension which is formed by the land 
therearound. 

According to a further aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a blank for producing a display device 
comprising a first upper area, at least one second upper 
area located to one side of the first upper area with a 
first fold line interposed therebetween, at least one 
intermediate area located below the first upper area - 
with a second fold line interposed therebetween and at 
least one lower area located below the or each 
intermediate area with a third fold line interposed 
therebetween. 

Preferably, the first fold line is vertical or 
15 substantially so and the second and third fold lines are 

horizontal or substantially so. 

Two second upper areas may be provided, one on 
each side of the first upper area. One of the said 
second upper areas may be formed with a slot therein and 
20 the other second upper area is formed with a tongue, for 

locating with the slot to provide releasable locking 
means when the two second upper areas are folded to be 
located over the first upper area, in use. 

Two third upper areas may be provided, one on each 
25 side of the two second upper areas remote from the first 

upper area with respective fold lines interposed 
therebetween to facilitate single sided printing. 
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The second upper Sarea may alternatively be located 
as an extension to the first upper area in a direction 
remote from the intermediate area with the first fold 
line interposed therebetween* An upper portion of the 
05 first upper area may be of restricted width and cut-out 
from the extension which is formed by the land 
therearound. 

The foregoing and further features of the 
invention may be more readily understood from the 
10 following description of two preferred embodiments 
thereof, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Fig..t is a plan view of a blank for a greetings 

card } 

15 Fig. 2 is a plan view of the blank of Fig, 1 

partially folded; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the blank of Figs. 1 and 
2 completely folded for transportation? 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the blank .of Figs. 
20 1 to 3 located in its display configuration on a support 
surface; and 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of an alternative blank for 
a greetings card. 

Referring now firstly to Figs. 1 to 4 of the 
25 drawings, there is shown a blank for a greetings card - 
which comprises a first upper area 10, defining a first 
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display member, having two second upper areas 11 located 
one on each side thereof with respective fold lines 12 
interposed therebetween. Two third upper areas 13 are 
located one on each side of the second upper areas 1 1 , 
remote from the first upper area 10, with respective 
fold lines 14 interposed therebetween. The two second 
and the two third upper areas 11, 13 define support 



means , 



An intermediate area 15, defining a second display 
member, is located below first upper area 10 with a fold 
line 16 interposed therebetween and two lower areas 17, 
defining third display members, are located below 
intermediate area 15 with respective fold lines 18 
interposed therebetween. 
15. The blank may be produced of stiff paper, card, 

board or a thin sheet of synthetic plastics material and 
in the form shown in Pig. 1 ls suited for single side 
printing. Subsequent to printing, third upper areas 13 
are folded rearwardly about fold lines 14 and adhered to 
the rear surfaces of second upper areas U to produce 
the blank as shown in Fig. 2. Such areas 13 could 
alternatively be located above or below second upper 
areas 11 to facilitate single side printing.- 

With the blank as shown in Fig. 2, intermediate . 
25 area 1 5 is folded upwardly about fold line 1 6 to overlie 

first upper. area 10 and then lower areas 17 are folded 
downwardly about fold" lines 18 to overlie the rear 
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surface of intermediate area 15. Second upper area(s) 
11 are then folded inwardly about fold line(s) 12 to 
overlie the first upper, intermediate and lower areas to 
provide a conf igurationn as shown in Fig. 3 for 

05 transportation and/or mailing* 

In use, to provide an appealing display, the 
device is re-opened from the Fig. 3 configuration and 
located on a shelf or the edge of any other support 
surface 1 9 as shown in Fig, 4. From Fig, 4, it will be 

10 seen that intermediate area 15 is positioned to lie on 

shelf 19 with lower areas 17 depending downwardly over 
the edge thereof and first upper area 10 is positioned 
vertically or substantially so and maintained in this 
position by second upper areas 11 located at an angle 

15 thereto, h further support could be located at the rear 

of first upper area 10 in addition to or as an 
alternative to second upper areas 1 1 , This further 
support can be attached to the back of the first upper 
area 10, or a portion, triangular or substantially so, 

20 or arcuate may be cut from the or each second upper area 

11 to include part of the fold line 12 whereby the 
portion can be hinged rearward ly with the remaining part 
of the second upper area being hinged forwardly, or vice 
versa. 

25 Referring now to Fig. 5, there is shown an 

alternative form of blank for a greetings card which 
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corresponds to. the Fig. 2 stage of the first embodiment. 
In this embodiment, one of the second upper areas 11 is 
formed with a slot 20 and the other second upper area 11 
is formed with a tongue 21 which locates in slot 20 to 

05 lock the two second upper areas 11 when folded into the 

transportation configuration corresponding to the Fig. 3 
configuration of the first embodiment. Alternatively, 
the second upper areas can be folded forwardly or 
rearwardly and locked in position to form support means. 

10 This arrangement is particularly suited when the 

material used for the blank is 'springy 1 . 

In other contemplated embodiments, not shown, a 
single second upper area 11 could be provided of a width 
equal to the width of first upper area 10. Additional 

15 intermediate and lower areas 15 and 17 could be 

provided, for example to incorporate a tail when the 
device is to depict an animal. Further fold lines could 
be incorporated in the lower members 17, for example .to 
depict a cross-legged figure and the fold lines 16 and 

20 18 need not be in a parallel configuration. In yet a 

further embodiment, the lower area(s) 17 could have 
portions extending above the fold line(s) 18, which 
portions are provided by being cut-outs from the 
intermediate area(s) 15. Also an additional area, which 

25 may be triangular, could be located between one side 

edge of the intermediate area 1 5 and the lower edge of 
the adjacent -second upper area 1/1 with fold lines 
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interposed therebetween so as to allow greetings or 
other data to extend from the second upper area 1 1 to 
the intermediate area 15. With such an arrangement the 
other second area 1 1 forms the main support for the 
05 device when being displayed and may be arranged to 

extend forwardly or rearwardly of the first upper area 
10. 

In another embodiment (not shown), the support 
means comprises an extension to the first display member 
10 10 in a direction remote from the second display member 

11 with a horizontal hinge interposed therebetween. An ' 
upper portion of the first display member may be of 
restricted width or shaped and cut-out from the 
extension which is formed by the land therearound. In 
15 this embodiment, the extension folded downwardly to 

support the first display member in a vertical or 
substantially vertical position. Locking means may be 
provided to hold the extension in place when folded 
downwardly. This locking means may comprise a tongue 
20 having a barb at its outer end to engage in a slot 
provided along the hinge line between the first and 
second display members. 

Although both embodiments illustrated relate to 
greetings cards, other display matter could be depicted 
25 on the device, such as price lists etc., when for use in 
retail outlets and furthermore the overall shape could 
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be geometrical or abstract in form; The illustrations on 
. the cards can be as desired. The cards illustrated in 
the drawings show characters, however other suitable 
subjects, for example creatures, flowers, natural 
panoramas or abstract designs can be represented. Also, 
the first upper area, can be provided with a window and a 
backing provided therebehind to form a holding for an 
insert, such as a pictorial scene or photograph. 

The depth of the intermediate area(s) and of the 
lower area(s) is preferably no greater than the depth of 
the first upper area. Where the width at the upper 
portion of the first upper area is less than the width 
of the remaining portion, ie. when there is a 
representation of a character or creature having a head, 
15 then the depth, is no greater than the depth to shoulder 

level whereby the intermediate area(s) or the lower 
area(s) cannot be seen behind the first upper area when 
the card is in the transportation state. 

Hence it will be seen that a display device /blank 
20 is provided which is inexpensive to manufacture and 

nevertheless has considerable eye appeal. 
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CLAIMS : 

U A display device, for locating on a horizontal 
support surface adjacent an edge thereof, comprising a 
first sheet-form display member having support means 
integrally formed therewith, or attached thereto, for 
maintaining the first display member in a vertical 
position or substantially so on the support surface in 
use, at least one second sheet-form display member 
hingedly attached along at least a portion of the bottom 
edge of the first display member to extend towards the 
edge of the support surface, in use, and a respective 
third sheet-form display member hingedly attached to an 
edge of the or each second display member to depend 
downwardly from the edge of the support surface in use. 

2. A display device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the support moans comprises a portion of the display 
member located to one side thereof with a hinge 
interposed therebetween. 



3. A display device as claimed in claim 1 , wh rein 
the support means comprises two portions of the display 



WO 91/02657 



PCT/GB90/01307 



11 



member, one located on each side thereof with respective 
hinges interuosed therebetween. 

4. A display device as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
locking means is provided to releasably lock the side 
portions in overlapping relationship with the display 
member. 

5. . A display device as claimed in claim 4, wherein 
the locking means comprises a tongue formed on one side 
portion anrl a co-operable slot formed in the other side 
portion. 

6. A display device as claimed in any one of claims 2 
to 5 inclusive, wherein the side portion(s) are provided 
twice the required width, to facilitate single sided 
printing, and then doubled over and adhered to provide 

05 the support means. 

7. A display device as claimed in Claim 1, wherein 
the support means comprises an extension to the first 
display member in a direction remote from the second 
display member with a horizontal hinge interposed 

05 therebetween. 

0. A display device as claimed in Claim 7, wherein an 
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upper portion of the first display member is of 
restricted width or shape and cut-out from the extension 
which is formed by the land therearpund. 

9- A display device as claimed in Claim 7 or 8, 
wherein the extension is folded downwardly to support 
the first display member in a vertical or substantially 
vertical position. 

10. A display device as claimed in Claim 7, 8 or 9 
wherein locking weans is provided to hold the extension 
in place when folded downwardly. 

11. A display device as claimed- in Claim 10, wherein 
the locking means comprises a tongue having a barb at 
its outer end to engage in a slot provided along the 
hinge line between the first and second display members. 

12. A display device as claimed in any preceding claim 
comprising a greetings card. 

13. A blank for producing a display device comprising 
a first upper area,' at least one second upper area 
located to one side of the first upper area with a first 
fold line interposed therebetween, at least one 

05 intermediate area located below the or each intermediate 

area with a third fold line interposed therebetween. 
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14. TV blank as claimed in claim 13, wherein the first 
fold line is vertical or substantially so, and the 
second and third fold lines are horizontal or 
substantially so. 

15. A blank as claimed in claim 13 or 14, wherein two 
second upoer areas are provided, one on each side of the 
first upper area. 

16. A blank as claimed in claim 15, wherein one of 
said second upper areas is formed with a slot therein 
and the other second upper area is formed with a tongue, 
for locating with the slot to provide releasable locking 
means when the two second upper areas are folded to be 
located over the first upper area in use. 



17. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 16 

inclusive, wherein one of more third upper areas are 

provided, one on each side of each second upper area 

remote from the first upper area with respective fold 

05 lines interposed therebetween to facilitate single sided 
printing. 

18. A blank as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 17 
inclusive, wherein at least one lower area has a portion 
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extending abovr* its fold line and being provided as a 
cut-out from an intermediate area. 

19* A blank as claimed in any one of claims 13 to 18 
inclusive, including an additional area located between 
one side edge of the intermediate area and the lower 
edge of the adjacent second upper area v/ith fold lines 
05 interposed therebetween,.* 

20. h display device/blank substantially as 
hereinbefore described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
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